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WELCOME 

  

Welcome to BCM Peru 

We trust you enjoy your stay here in rustic Picapiedra on the BCM property.  We encourage you to 

make yourself at home and take full advantage of your time here, whether it’s to relax, observe, or get your 

hands dirty with the many ministries and endless opportunities we have for you.  Please be patient and 

flexible as plans and times can change at times without notice due to a number of variables.   

We’ve compiled some useful information to help answer your many questions, give you some 

cultural tips, and guide you through daily schedules here including the mundane like how to turn on the 

stove.  If you know at least some basic phrases in Spanish it will help you, but not to fear--there are bilingual 

folks living here on the property.  We have however, provided a short list of some useful phrases to help you 

out—as well as where to find the English speakers!  On the last page you will also find a map of the property 

here to help you get around.  Also, don’t forget to sign our guestbook so we have a record of your visit with 

us.  We’re so glad you’re here!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important names and numbers:  

Carlos and Marion home: 368 -2683  

Jonatan Odicio cell:  970 -63 -874  

E- mail  

carlos odicio@bcmperu.o rg  

mailto:odicio@bcmperu.org
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OVERVIEW 

 

1. Electricity:  Current here is 220V, NOT 110V!!!!   

2. Plumbing: Please don’t flush anything other than single-ply toilet paper down the toilet.  To avoid 

shock never touch shower head when water’s turned on. 

3. Linens:  Should you require extra or new linens, please ask for anything you need. 

4. Food:  Meals in dining hall:   breakfast 7:30am,  lunch 1pm,   dinner 6:30pm 

5. Drinking the Water: Only drink bottled water unless it’s boiled. 

6. Internet: Yes- wireless for laptops-- computer also available to use in the IBYM office (Tresierras).  

7. Garbage: Leave garbage outside the door before 10am or ask for assistance.  (Please do not leave 

out overnight as the dogs will get into it.) 

8. Refrigerator:  If you are in the guesthouse, any food in the refrigerator is there for you. 

9. Washing Machine:  (guesthouse) Please follow posted instructions or ask for help. 

10.  Laundry:  We recommend you try not to leave laundry outside behind the guesthouse, especially 

overnight, as we have had instances of things getting lost. 

11. Stove:  (guesthouse) open valve on cylinder, light match, turn to “light” position.  Follow posted 

instructions for more detail. 

12. Keys: You can leave your key in the door during the day (unless you prefer not to) and take it out at 

night.  There is a spare key just in case. 

13. Safety:  While Picapiedra is reasonably safe always keep valuables in a safe place and ask someone 

to accompany you to town. 

14. Exchanging Money: You can easily exchange money in Lima or pull soles directly from a bank 

machine.  Most stores in the city also accept US dollars.  
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USEFUL INFO  

 

Electricity:  Current here is 220V, NOT 110V!!!!  That means even 

though your hairdryer from the US or Canada may fit in the outlet, it will 

shortly be cooking unless you have a transformer.  Check your appliance and 

if it says 110-120V you can’t plug it in without a transformer.  Most 

hairdryers use about 1500W which also means that most travel size 

transformers which are rated for much lower wattage aren’t going to cut it.  Always compare the wattage on 

the transformer with your appliance.  Ask someone here if you need help or need to borrow a transformer. 

Plumbing:  There’s plenty of water here, so you should never run out of water unless someone is doing a 

repair.  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƭǳǎƘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-ply toilet paper down the 

toilet as this could lead to a backup.  There is no running hot water; however, the 

shower is fitted with an electric shower head which will add some warmth to your 

shower.  It turns on automatically when you turn on the shower.  

Hint#1: The lower you turn on the shower, the more hot water you’ll get. 

Hint#2: Don’t ever touch the shower head while the water’s on, even the plastic 

part, or you’ll get a little unwanted jolt. 

 

Linens:  Clean linens are provided for your bed in addition to towels for showers.  If 

you require anything extra or new sheets/ towels, just ask and we’ll get you what you 

need.  You’ll find extra blankets in the barrel in the living room (guesthouse) for those 

chilly nights. 

 

Food:  If you are here as a guest of BCM, your meals will be served on the property.  We have provided you 

with some basics like bread, milk, eggs, coffee and such for breakfast (guesthouse only).  If you’ve made 

arrangements to eat with the students, breakfast is served in the dining hall at 7:30am.  Should you need 

more of something, please ask.  Lunch is at 1pm and Dinner at 6:30pm in the “comedor” or dining hall.   You 

can also arrange to have meals brought to the guesthouse if you prefer a little quiet.  If you are staying for 

the weekend, ask about the eating schedule as it sometimes changes.  Wondering what protocol is?  Simply 

go in the dining hall at or just before meal time, grab a seat, and our wonderful 

staff will serve you wherever you choose to sit.  If you’d like, you can also stand 

in line with the students and socialize and pick your food up that way.  Rice is a 

main staple here and the food is not spicy.  Beverages in the dining hall are safe 

to drink as the water has been boiled.  Snacks and extras are not usually 

provided, but you can buy cookies and chips from the “snack shop” at the 

Tresierra’s house or up the road at the corner store.  Ask someone or check out 

the map for details.  
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Drinking the Water: Although the water here is theoretically microbiologically safe, we 

do not recommend drinking it unless it’s boiled or you use purifying tablets.  For this 

reason we’ve provided you with packaged/bottled water and recommend you drink 

that.  People here brush their teeth with the water from the tap so you can choose 

whether or not to do that at your own discretion.  Beverages in the dining hall are made with 

boiled tap water and are safe to drink.  The water has lots of minerals in it which you’ll notice if 

you boil water for tea or coffee. 

 

Internet:  If you have a laptop, there is a wireless internet service on the property.  

Simply talk to Jed Benoit or Joas Tresierra to get a code for your computer.  If you don’t 

have your own computer, you can work out a time to check e-mail with Joas at the 

office in his house.  There is also an internet place in town that charges 1 sol per hour. 

 

Garbage:  There’s no need to separate garbage here because it all goes to the same 

place.  If the kitchen or bathroom trash cans are full, you can ask to have it emptied 

or take it out and leave it right outside your door (only during the school year), and a 

student will pick it up on the daily trash run.  Please only leave it outside in the 

mornings before 10am and not on the weekends.  Dogs run around the property at 

night, so please don’t leave garbage outside overnight.  

 

Refrigerator:  If you are in the guesthouse, any food in the refrigerator is there for you. 

 

Washing Machine:  (guesthouse) Because of the water pressure, a load of laundry usually 

takes about 2 hours.  There should be soap provided and there is a clothes line behind the 

guesthouse to hang your laundry.  Check out the “How to…” for the washing machine posted 

above it or ask for help. 

Laundry:  We recommend you try not to leave laundry outside behind the guesthouse, 

especially overnight, as we have had instances of things getting lost. 

 

Stove:  Please feel free to use the dual burner table-top gas stove (guesthouse 

only).  Simply open the tank by flipping the little lever straight up, light a match 

and turn the burner knob to the “light” position.  Once the stove is lit, you can 

adjust the flame to desired intensity.  If stove doesn’t light right away turn it off 

and wait several seconds before trying again.  If stove still doesn’t light, check 

the gas cylinder to make sure the valve is in fact open, consult the detailed visual 

instructions, or ask for help.  Close the valve on the cylinder when not in use. 
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Cookware/dishes:  Check the drawers, dish drainer, and under the sink and you should find everything you 

need for light cooking or dishes/silverware for eating.  Ask if you require something you can’t find.  

 

Keys:  You should have a key for the guesthouse/infirmary.  You can leave the key 

in the door during the day (no one will enter without permission) so you don’t lock 

yourself out and just take it out at night.  If you do lock yourself out, Cesar Quintana 

has a spare key or ask any contact and they’ll help you out. 

 

Safety:  The BCM property in Picapiedra is a safe place, but we recommend that you always keep valuables 

in a safe place and never flash money or leave things lying around.  At night there is always a guardian on 

duty patrolling the grounds for your safety.  Should you need anything in the night, he can help you.  Jed 

Benoit is the person to go to for emergencies and is usually on the property.  Please feel free at any hour to 

ask for assistance should you have need.  Check the map and familiarize yourself with where things/people 

are. 

 

Fruit Day:  Thursday mornings are fruit day.  A fruit truck comes that sells excellent fruit at 

great prices. 

 

Leaving the property:  Usually we have a tour day set up to go into Lima, but if you would like to go into 

the town here to buy something or anywhere else, just ask and we’ll set someone up to go with you.   Town 

is only a 5-10 minute walk from the property and is fairly safe.  We still recommend that females go with a 

male to accompany them. 

Exchanging Money:  If you haven’t already exchanged money, you’re probably thinking about it.  The best 

thing to do is take money out of a bank machine in town in US funds and exchange 

it with a money exchanger.  It’s usually best to do this with someone who has done 

it before.  Also, most of the stores in Lima accept American dollars, so exchanging 

money is not always necessary. 
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DONATIONS, CULTURAL TIPS, SCHEDULES 

Donations:  If you desire to leave a donation to specifically bless a ministry of BCM, you can leave it with 

Marion or Jonatan Odicio before you leave.  Cashing checks here is very difficult, so if you want to go that 

route, you will need to send it to BCM International in the US and attach a note specifying that it’s for the 

ministry of BCM Peru.  Any payments you need to make will be handled by Marion or Jonatan Odicio as well.  

They will be happy to issue a receipt for you. 

 

CULTURAL TIPS: 

TIP#1 Peruvians greet with a kiss on the cheek and between men, a good hand shake. 

TIP#2 Being flexible is a virtue in any Latin American country. 

TIP#3 Even if you don’t speak Spanish, learning a few phrases like “Buenos dias” or  just “Hola” 

shows that you’re interested in the people here.  Check out our Spanish phrase page for some ideas. 

TIP#4 Things are made and done differently in Peru and you will see things that aren’t “up to code”.  

Not to worry—a donation of several grand can fix thatJ 

TIP#5 Guys and girls at the Bible institute here are not allowed to be alone together.  Please use 

caution in talking to the opposite sex.  For singles, showing interest in someone of the opposite sex 

even as a friend can send the wrong message to them.  Also, help the students respect their 

schedule, to be to their classes on time, as well as their curfew which is 10pm.  Included is the 

students’ schedule to help you know what’s going on. 

TIP#6 When going out, never carry more money than you need, important documents, or 

unnecessary jewelry.  Always be aware of your surroundings and never set your things down or flash 

money.  Our town is reasonably safe, but we still don’t recommend women going out alone. 

TIP#7 We encourage interaction with the students who will love to practice their English with you.  

We do however, strongly discourage students from sharing any financial needs with our guests.  

Should the Lord place it on your heart to bless someone in particular, or you wish to be informed of 

any particular needs, please talk with Carlos or Marion Odicio about it. 

 

SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS 
Meals          Mon-Fri   Breakfast         7:30am 
                                         Lunch         1:00pm 
          Dinner         6:30pm 
Chapel   Tue-Fri A.M.      Chapel                       10:30-11:15am 
                 Thu      Evening                      7:30-8:30pm 

Sports           Mon-Fri       guys/girls                  5:00-6:00pm 
Church                  Sun Vida Nueva        leave 8:00am 
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USEFUL SPANISH WORDS AND PHRASES  

 

 Hola /chau Hello/ bye 

Buenos días/ buenas tardes/ buenas noches Good morning/ good afternoon/ good evening/night 

Sí /no yes/ no 

Por favor/ gracias/ de nada Please/ thank you/ you’re welcome 

¿Como estas? How are you?  

Bien, gracias. Fine, thank you. 

Más o menos More or less/ so-so 

Mi nombre es… My name is… 

Mucho gusto. Nice to meet you.  

Vengo de Pennsylvania en los estados unidos. I’m from Pennsylvania in the United States. 

Me gustaría usar el Internet.  I’d like to use the Internet. 

¿Dónde está…? Where is…? 

No hablo español. I don’t speak Spanish. 

No entiendo. I don’t understand. 

¿Hablas inglés? Do you speak English? 

¿Podrías ayudarme? Could you help me? 

El baño /la ducha The bathroom/ the shower 

Esto no sirve This doesn’t work 

No me gusta el pescado I don’t like fish 

Quiero más por favor I want more please 

Menos arroz por favor less rice please 

El comedor The dining hall 

¿Qué hora es? What time is it? 

Tengo frio/calor I’m cold/hot 

Tengo hambre/sed I’m hungry/thirsty 

Busco mi amigo (a)/a mi esposo (a) I’m looking for my friend/my husband (wife) 

¿Hay…? Are there…?/Is there…? 

Necesito/Necesitamos comprar algo. I/We need to buy something. 

Me gustaría lavar ropa. I’d like to wash clothes. 

¿Cuando salimos? When do we leave? 

Necesito llamar/escribir a mi familia. I need to call/write my family. 

¿Cuánto cuesta? How much does it cost? 

Poco/mucho A little/ a lot 

Tengo que irme. I have to go. 
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 LEGEND  

1.  Guesthouse  

2.  Quintanaôs house 

3.  Torrej·nôs house 

4.  Baillyôs house 

5a. Tresierraôs house 

5b.  IBYM Office  

6.  Benoitôs house 

7.  Gutapanaôs 

house/infirmary  

8.  Workshop/tool shed  

9.  Future childrenôs 

home  

10.  Bathroom s 

11.  IBYM Classrooms  

12.  English classroom 

(Shirley Cook Private 

School)  

13.  Lounge  

14.  Dining Hall /Chapel  

15.  Guestroom  

16.  Kitchen  

17.  Girlsô/Coupleôs dorms 

18.  Bathrooms  

19.  Boysô dorms 

20.  Outdoor Chape l 

 

 

 

 

BCM PERU MAP 


